Common Bad Habits and Training Help:
Reasons for runaway pets:
1. Out of Habit
2. To find a mate
3. Bored or lonely
Possible solutions:
1. Crate training
2. An electric fence that gives a small shock or buzz
3. Chain runner

Reasons pets dig:
1. They're left alone in the yard for long periods of time without the company of their human family.
2. Their environment is relatively barren—with no playmates or toys.
3. They're a puppy or adolescent (under 3 years old) and doesn't have other outlets for their energy
4. Looking for prey or animals
5. To get attention
6. To escape the fence
7. Comfort

Solutions to digging:

1. Walk your dog at least twice daily. Not getting enough exercise is a leading cause of problem behaviors.
2. Redirect your dog's energy by teaching them to fetch a ball or flying disk and playing with them as often as possible. (A tired dog is a good dog.)
3. Teach your dog a few commands or tricks. Practice every day for 5 to 10 minutes.
4. Take a training class with your dog and practice daily what you've learned.
5. Keep interesting toys in the yard to keep your dog busy when you're not around. Kong®-type toys filled with treats or busy-box dog toys work especially well. Rotate the toys to keep things interesting.
6. Make sure your dog has a comfortable doghouse that offers protection from wind and sun.
7. If your dog still prefers lying in a hole in the ground, try providing a dig zone
8. Make a dig solution to spray in the holes to make them unattractive 
Next steps: A digging zone
If your dog is a dedicated digger, set aside an area of the yard where it's OK for them to dig, and teach them where that digging zone is:
· Cover the digging zone with loose soil or sand. Or use a child-size sandbox.
· Make the digging zone attractive by burying safe items (such as toys) for them to discover.
· When they dig in the digging zone, reward them with praise.
· If you catch your dog digging in an unacceptable area, interrupt the behavior with a loud noise and firmly say, "No dig." Then immediately take them to the digging zone.
· Make the unacceptable digging spots unattractive (at least temporarily) by placing rocks or chicken wire over them.



Discipline solutions for digging:
Citrus
Dogs hate the sharp smell of citrus, and this easy homemade solution to your problem could be sitting in your fruit bowl. A simple squirt of lemon, orange or lime juice can go a long way toward keeping your dog away from items you don’t want chewed. You can make a citrus spray by steeping 2 cups of citrus peels in 4 cups of boiled water until cool. Spray this anywhere you think your dog is or will be chewing.
Apple Cider Vinegar
Just like citrus, dogs hate bitter apple. Commercial bitter apple sprays are available, but why spend your money on them when you can make one at home with some apple cider vinegar.
Combine two parts apple cider vinegar with one part regular white vinegar in a spray bottle, shake well and apply it on the furniture your dog likes to chew.
Cayenne Pepper Spray
If citrus and apple cider vinegar sprays aren’t working, try cayenne pepper spray. Cayenne peppers aren’t harmful to dogs, but be careful nevertheless since pepper spray liquids can irritate their eyes and nose, so you might not want to try it as a first option. Simply add 1 or 2 teaspoons ground cayenne pepper to a quart of room temperature water, shake and spray where necessary.


What is Separation Anxiety?
Dogs who chew to relieve the stress of separation anxiety usually only chew when left alone or chew most intensely when left alone. They also display other signs of separation anxiety, such as whining, barking, pacing, restlessness, urination and defecation. 

How to introduce dogs to cats:
The prey drive has been altered to suit an entirely different purpose. Prey drive can also be modified by training. Consequently, it has a high prey drive and is inclined to chase cats. There are several effective ways to train a dog with a high prey drive to live peacefully with cats or other small pets. 
1. Using a friend or family member to help you, set up several short daily training sessions. With the dog wearing a training collar and leash, put him on a sit/stay beside you. Have your friend hold the cat on the other side of the room. Your dog will probably be very curious and even excited at seeing the cat, but insist that he remain in the sit/stay position. Praise your dog for sitting calmly.
2. 
3. Have your friend bring the cat a few steps closer. If your dog continues to stay quietly at your side, wonderful! Praise him for it. If he tries to lunge at the cat, though, give him a stern, fierce-sounding “NO! LEAVE IT!” along with a short, sharp jerk on the lead and put him back in the sit-stay position. As soon as he is sitting calmly again, praise him sincerely. Continue bringing the cat closer, a few feet at a time, repeating the corrections as needed and making sure to praise the dog when he sits quietly and ignores the cat. Have patience — depending on the intensity of your dog, you might only be able to gain a few feet each session.
4. When your dog is able to sit calmly even when the cat is right next to him, you're ready to proceed to the next step. Release the dog from his sit/stay and let him walk around the room with the cat present. Leave his lead on so you can easily catch him and give the necessary correction if he gives any sign of wanting to chase the cat. Your supervision at this point is critical - to be effective, you must be able to correct the dog each and every time he even thinks about going after the cat. If he's allowed to chase her, even once, he'll want to try it again and you'll have to start your training over from the beginning.
Some dogs learn quickly, others may take weeks to become trustworthy around cats. Until you're sure the dog will remember his training, don't leave them together unsupervised!
Train commands like “LEAVE IT!”  and “NO” to help create a safe environment for all pets. 
Alternative method: An owner used a technique that's often practiced to help dogs adjust to a new baby in the household. By giving the dog extra attention and even special treats when the cat (or baby) is in the room, the dog soon learns that having the cat around means very good things are going to happen to him!
Dogs Snatching Foods:
Dogs are keen observers, and devious opportunists! It’s instinctive and it’s how they survive when they are on their own.
“No free lunch!”
Never give treats, without your dog doing something to earn it. Make them follow a simple command. It is a positive way to reinforce they must work for their rewards, and people are the provider of all good things… and that includes the little ones too!
Teach your children not to tease or “share” their food with their dog. That only encourages snatching.
Never feed your dog from the table! They should not be allowed near the table at mealtime.
Teach your dog the “LEAVE IT!” command. Place them in the sit position. With a treat in your hand, give the “LEAVE IT!” command. Do not allow them to touch it, until you give a release command. If he or she goes to snatch it, give them a no reward maker, such as ‘EHH!” Make a firm correction, such as “NO! BAD!” Then, repeat the exercise, until they associate they are not to touch the treat until released to do so.
When reward system does not work use a shake can or a rolled newspaper, but ONLY USE WHEN IN THE ACT!
Bottom line: Teaching your puppy or dog not to snatch food is not difficult. If you are fair, firm and consistent, they will make the association it is an inappropriate behavior.

What is a Shake Can?
Use a container and place something inside that makes noise 
Correcting Rough Play Behaviors:
[bookmark: _GoBack]You’ll need to correct your dog’s behaviors.  It’s not enough to tell your dog not to play roughly with children. Your dog won’t be able to understand this kind of command.  You will only confuse your dog and that will make him more dangerous than a dog that plays roughly.
Don’t try to set “conditions” for your dog’s behavior.  Instead, you need to stop certain behaviors completely.  You need to eliminate all of your dog’s rough behavior.  These rough behaviors include jumping, mouthing (when a dog wraps his mouth around your hand or arm), and chewing.
These are all behaviors that dogs do with each other, but they are not acceptable when dogs do them with children or with other humans.  The best way to stop your dog from engaging in these behaviors is to immediately stop playing with your dog whenever he shows one of these behaviors.  You shouldn’t punish your dog when he does these things, as that will confuse your dog, but you should immediately stop playing with him.
You need to draw a clear line in the sand about each one of these rough behaviors and why your dog should be calmer.  If you do this, then it will be much easier to keep control of your dog’s behavior.
Coping With Children
You also need to tell your children to stop playing roughly with your dog.  This isn’t always easy, especially if your kids like to wrestle or rough house with your dog.  However, it’s very important for you to set consistent boundaries for your dog.  Your children shouldn’t encourage your dog to play roughly when you are trying to teach your dog not to be rough.
You should also practice keeping a calm and assertive stance toward your dog when your children are near.  This kind of attitude will help eliminate chances for your dog to get worked up and overly playful.
When you and your dog are in open spaces, such as dog parks or in your yard, keep a close eye on your dog.  Teach your dog a command for them to immediately relax.  You can use a command such as “sit” or “stay” or even “come,” but the command needs to be completely understood so when you use it your dog responds.  This can stop possible problems before they get started.
Remember that when your dog plays roughly with children he’s not trying to hurt them. Your dog is just having fun.  Your dog is just trying to let your kids know how much fun he’s having.  The problem is that most kids have a different idea about what’s fun than your rowdy puppy.
One other thing to keep in mind is that if there’s any real aggression when your dog is playing roughly, that makes things completely different.  In that case you have to treat the situation more seriously.  You should never allow an aggressive dog near children.  If your dog is aggressive, and not just rambunctious and rowdy, then you should seek help from an expert before things get out of control.  Rough play is normal with many dogs and puppies.  Aggression is not normal and you will need the help of a professional.
You dog will start to recognise that if she gets too worked up, play will cease. In her mind "Oh no. He's not playing with me anymore. I guess I got a little carried away".
